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the separation of the continents began, it
allowed for the continental crustto break

and sink, creating a depression calleda rift valley.
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This erosion created an ideal condit
of mud and soft sand buried with mo
l°“ top which preserved the tracks of th
Into stone,

This formation of the Connecticut R

a
round 220 years ago currently stretches

iver Valley

20 miles

long from New Haven to Deerfield, Massachusetts.
Buried in the sandstone rock are track impressions
of dinosaurs from the early Jurassic period.

On August 23,1966, when bulldozer operator,
pdward McCarthy was extracting land for a work
project in Rocky Hill, Connecticut, he discovered a
three-toed track in the sandstone. After removing
more land, over 2,000 tracks were found leading to

the establishment of a park where visitors can learn

about prehistoric dinosaurs.

The Dinosaur State park in Rocky Hill, Connecti-
a5 built around the original fossil site and is

cut w
al landmark. The exhibit center
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is home to 750 tracks with evidence of at
least fourdifferent dinosaurs in Connectj.
cut. The footprints reveal details of ]ife in
the early Jurassic period allowing both s¢i.
entists and visitors to travel back in time,

“Most of the tracks discovered in 1966...
are all Eubrontes,” says Michael Ross, Enyi.
ronmental Coordinator and Park Supervi-
sor. “They are three-toed theropod tracks
that are 15inches long made by a dinosayr
like the Dilophosaurus.”

The Dilophosaurus was about five feet
tall at the hip and had two large crests on
the top of its head, suggesting its name
“two-crested lizard”. The meat-eating dino-
saur was a top predator that moved quickly.

However, the theropods were not the
only dinosaurs that roamed the Connecti-
cut Valley. Aneestors of long neck dino-
saurs, the Anchisaurus and a four-foot-
tall carnivore called Coelophysis inhabit-
ed the area that now preserve their once
hidden tracks.

Visitors of the Dinosaur Place have the opportunity to ride the pedal karts at Lapilli Landing. PHOTO COURTESY OF DINOSAUR PLACE

Bearing its sharp teeth, the Allosaurus is one of the many dinosaurs you can see at the Dinosaur Place. PHOTO COURTESY OF DINOSAUR PLACE

Dinosaur State Park is one of the only locations where you can make a plaster cast of a real dinosaur track to take home, PHOTO COURTESY OF
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«rhrough some tracks and fossils,
here is evidence for some other an-
hat are ancient reptiles that

,mals t

ren't even dinosaurs,” says Ross.
We have evidence for a few of those
and mammals too.”

Along with dinosaur and mammal
fossils, the Dinosaur State Park has
over two and a half miles of nature
trails that do not contain tracks, but
have habitats like a shrub swamp
and a traprock ridge revealing what
was once melting hot lava. The arbo-
retum surrounding the exhibit cen-
ter is home to over 250 plants repre-
senting species that lived during the
time of the dinosaurs. Inside the en-
capsulated dome, visitors can view
bone structure exhibits and learn
about the layers of Earth and mov-
ing plates in geology exhibits. For
young children wanting to play with
small plastic dinosaur figurines,
there are hands-on activities in the
discovery room. Eager, future scien-
tists can observe live animals to rec-
ognize similarities between modern
and ancient creatures, all while tak-
ing in movies that play during the
day. Families can bring their own
\Casting supplies and choose a track
tocast. With the help of a staff mem-
ber, they can mix the plaster and
 Make the cast to take home a dino-
saur footprint,

The Dinosaur park is located at
400 West Street in Rocky Hill, Con-
Necticut, The grounds are open from
93010 4:30 p.m. and the trails close
84 p.m. The Exhibit Center is open

¢sday to Sunday from g to 4:30
El{:tlc)ue to renovations, the Ex-
enter will be closed March 1,
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At the Dinosaur Place, visitors can see replicas of more than 50 life-sized dinosaurs
T AUR PLACE

like the Suchomimus along the nature trails. PHOT

The Dinosaur State Park has 60 acres and 2.5 miles of nature trails. The Red trail
includes this 300 foot boardwalk over a red maple swamp. PHOT ; F AUR

~ “Throughsome tracks and fossils,
- there s evidence for some other
* animals that are ancient reptiles-
- that aren't even dinosaurs..

2022 but plans to reopen in Augus
2022. The Park will remain open,
If you are looking to visit a dings
saur park sooner than August, yoy
can make a.trip to the Dinosaur
Place in Montville, Connecticut,
The park was opened in 2003 by a
local family looking to create anin-
teractive educational playground
for children to learn about the pre-
historic past along with curating
collections of minerals and fossils.
“The park has grown from hav-
ing a single life-sized dinosaur
in our parking lot to over fifty di-
nosaurs throughout the 60-acre
trail,” says Anastasia Lange, Mar-
keting Director of Nature’s Art Vil-
lage. “The Dinosaur Place in Na-
ture’s Art Village strives to provide
an excellent environment for edu-

cational fun.”
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Families can immerse themselves in the Juras-
sicera by viewing the dinosaurs along the traj]
| while spotting an erupting volcano. Along the
i path, visitors will encounter an interactive ap-
| imatronic Dilophosaurus and caves to explore.

| ‘fouch and learn activities scattered among the

{“{ures of dinosaur teeth, fossils, and other naty-

‘ ral objects.
| “A majority of The Dinosaur Place’s life-sized
| dinosaurs.are a broad representation of dino-
| saurs found around the world,” says Lange. “We
| are not limited to just Connecticut-based di-
lj nosaurs, although our Ancient Fossil Shop has
| impressive displays of fossils that were found
| in Connecticut, including real Jurassic-era
| footprints.”
| On hot days, children can be sprayed by di-
| nosaur water cannons and get drenched from
{ dumping buckets in New England’s largest Splash
| Pad. They can get lost in the A-MAZE-asaurus
and jump and balance their way through Mon-
ty’s Playground, a play system with a 3-D design
allowing for multiple ways to climb. From roar-
ing dinosaurs to trembling pathways leading to
avolcano, The Dinosaur Place creates an interac-
tive experience for : || ages.

The Dinosaur Pl .ce is located at
1650 Hartford-New !.ondon Turn-

With new additions ofatrain,
€Xpansion of the Splash

Pad, and new pedal
kart tracks, p

7
&

pike in Montville, Connecticut. It
'Sopening this year on April 1st \

: ABOVE Two young boys look y
: enough to drive a car under. p

SELOW The Dinosaur Place’ ¢
Bl e nosl rccuei SPI;os;h VPud is New England's largest zero- depth water
: BoTTOM Al
il long the 1.5 mile nature trail, take a photo with the Carnotaurus and visit the
: uch-and-learn activities scattered throughout. PHOTO COURTES

Y OF DINOSAUR PLACE
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